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As more and more people study the martial arts, the black belt is also becoming much more common. Once reserved for only the most hard core, and a symbol of wisdom, skill and experience, a black belt no longer means the same things to everyone. Some people and schools still hold a black belt in high regard, and require a high level of skill to attain one, while other schools feel it is just a belt that represents mastery of the basics and have no problem awarding it in 2 years or less, and to very young children. 

The martial arts world is somewhat divided on this issue. Do you make a black belt attainable for the average person, or do you keep it a difficult, hard to attain level for only the most dedicated? With that in mind comes our latest poll - How soon should someone be able to earn a black belt?

Poll Results

	About Poll

	How soon should someone be able to get a black belt?

	2 Years of Training Minimum

 (967) 
	28%
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	3 Years of Training Minimum

 (291) 
	8%
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	4 Years of Training Minimum

 (596) 
	17%
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	10 Years of Training Minimum

 (397) 
	11%
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	As soon as they master all of the requirements, no matter how soon that is.

 (775) 
	22%
	[image: image5.png]




	Who cares - a black belt doesn't mean anything anymore.

 (394) 
	11%
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	Total Votes: 3420


